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This editorial reflects an attempt to develop an

analysis of forces——political and economic—
dominate the 1976 national elections

Both these forces are combining to create an
environment that it conducive for racism, scape—
goating. legal and illegal repression, and further
apathy among the people.
~ DOne wonders with the problems New York City
ig facing are they potential contradictions thai may
affect most cities, as well as Chicanos. With inflation
{12 PEIL"EI'I[I and unemplﬂ-}'mn_-n'. (12 million workers)
on the rise and disporportionally affecting Chicanos,
will most cities be in the same boll as New York
City?

In the political arena most politicians are gearing
up their rehtoric. conservative in mature, to the
upcoming elections. Ewen Governor Brown, has been
associated with Ronald Reagan in reflecting the voler's
conservative nature (L% A% Times, Oct, 19, 18755

Since the end of the Vietnam War which also
brought the end to U%S% hegemony, the inverse
relationship of inflation being exported, s now being
imported into the U%5%

Also, this inflationary impact is complemented by a
shrinking tax base for vital social services, Both
these faclors have been utilized by most politicians as
a sign of the limes. In other words, most political
slogans may reflect a bias against increase taxes among
the working class, multinational corporation. and a
decrease federal and state budget for social services
_As the economic slumps intensifies, as all economic
indicator seem Lo agree on, the process for reaction and
represaion sedms to intensify as well

Simultaneously, these reasons are being exposed as
the rationale Lo legalize fascist deportations. Varioos
politicians (Sen. Tunney, etc.) have indicated that
“lllegal aliens’" are the cause for unemplovment and

thal may

are laking up most welfare benefits.

This rationale relnforces racism among Anglos
and creates the necessary mysieria to justily legis—
lation like the Rodino Bill, now before Congress

In this light we may see Honald Reagan running
against President Ford for the Presidency.

Both these politicians in their rethoric have
reacted Lo the victims, than the cause of our present
economic programs. For example. Reagan has publicly
stated that welfare recipients are the cause for the
increasing debis now reaching T hillion. Ford has
indicated his support lor the passage of the Hodine Ball.

Both never mention the role of multinational
corporations in exporting over 200000 jobs Lo other
countries; and how inflation 18 an integral part of
monopoly capitalism (Reagan's political platform is
based on a tax cut of 23 percent and elimination of
the national debt)

With thizs in mind, and given the literature
{Acuna on the manipulations of gavacho's inner fears,
we may see a recurrence of the 1950°'s when Chicanos
werg deported in large numbers (1.200,000) and the
dismantling of a rising consciousness among Chicanos
in exerting their rights.

In conclusion, the forces both political and
economic have been developing and inlensifying con
tradictions. As the national elections get under way,
we should be aware of politicians rethoric and how it
reflects a conservative trend within gavacho politics.
Algo, Chicanos once again, are going o be brought
into the world of scapegoating politics as this society
looks for the culprits

In this light, Chicanos should reflect an analysis
and strategy for political coalitions, that will expose
the real prepetuators of most of our problems——the
multinational corporations and its system of monopoly
capltalism.
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Tipica institucion educativa en los barrios

ESCUELA MAGNOLIA

POR: J. Luis Cervantes R

Ha comenzado un nueve ano escolar pero aun siguen
los problemas en la escuela “Magnolia,” Tal-—
parece que a los padres de familia que tienen a
sus hijos en ese plantel no se les escucha

Los padres de familia de dicho plantel educativo,
s¢ quejan de la mala educacion, mal trato y el
exceso de alumnos en las aulas, ¥ por lo tanto es mucho
mas dificil el aprendizaje.

Y tal parece que la directora de dicho plantel
educativo (“'Conchita Puncel’') no hace nada al res—
pecto, y los padres de familia estan completamente
desmoralizados, con la educacion que se imparte en
dicho plantel.

Tamhlen la mesa directiva contaba con la cola—
boracion de: 45 padres de familia, v ahora en la actu—
alidad solo cuenta con el augede 7 personas.

Mientras que los ninos sufren por falta de espacio
en las aulas. la escuela “‘Magnolia” cuenta con un
amplio estacionamiento para los automoviles de los
maesiros. Y porque la directora '‘Conchita Puncel”
no hace peticiones para que el gobierno federal
haga gestiones para que reduzca el estacionamiento
y amplie las aulas's Esa es la pregunia gue le
dejamos a "‘Conchita Puncel” directora de dicha
escuela {Magnolia).

Y en una entrevista personal que tuve con el Sr.
Huhen Serna, nos dice que de acuerdo con la aso—
siacion de padres de familia, se puede contar con un
fondo federal de hasta *25000.00 dils. Y lo unico
que se necesila para que el gobierno federal aporte
dicha suma, es que por lo menos 50 padres de familia
s¢ unan y los pidan, v ademas que el gobierno
federal vea dichas peticiones, v por ley aportard
dicha suma.

El Sr. Ruben Serna nos dice que tambien cuando
los nifios de kinder estan en la hora de almuerzo,
¥ que los padres de dichos nifios estan por ahi cerca,
para ayudarles a comer, no se les permite acercarse,
y se les arrincona. “:’silnspadresmubadeﬂn
la orden de atencion *‘No Aﬁrmrse inmediatamente
la directora de la escuela “Magnolia’ Conchita
Puncel llama a la policia, para que sean arrestados
dichos padres.

Ademas la directora “Conchita Puncel” no
permite a las personas hablar, cuando se esta en una
junta, y si por alguna razon un padre de familia
‘liene algun problema que decir tocante a su hijo,
la escuela, etc. ¥ hace im:apie a dicho problema,
la directora “Conchita Puncel” (Escuela Magnolia)
para inmediatamente dicha junta, v les dice a los
padres que se encuentran presentes, que si tien—

en algun problema, ella lo resolvera en su oficina,
¥ no en dicha reunion.

Es por eso que hago un lamado de “Alerta”
a todos los padres de familia, para que cooperen,
¥ al mismo tiempo acabar con todas las arbitrari—
edades que existen en dicho plantel educative, ¥ re—
cordemos siempre esta frase queridoz lectores de la
revista ‘‘La Razn." “Hoy por ellos ¥ quiza mafana
por nosotros”® v recoerden siempre, La Union
Hace La Fuerza, Y Unidos Venceremos.

i i NOTICIA DE ULTIMA HORAI

ilevar ests revista & s imprenta se nos  indormo
que la directora de i Escuela Elemental Magnolia
de Lo Angeles, California ha scossdo  judicialments &

# PFadres de Familia cuyes hijes asisten a  dichs
escuela, pidiendo una recompenda  de £ CES0000  por
llsmarla carcelers. principal s principlos,  dictadora,

utmlilddt'hmmqnepdrmitmﬂm
& los padres y por recompensa a s saled  que  Ba

folografls fee' tomads Bece wn a%o  aprozimadsmente  en
ins  reunbon de legalmente lbevada & cabo
donde Conchita con tres policias a su  lado  amenuzo
fon enviar A ftodos A prisich [inclusive al reporiero de
#3lh rl'rhu get cubria e eventol s mo szspendian

Chun s¢ wve la Principal s thoe principiof ¥
Rblud desmee jorada




Dear Sir;

The following article was written in Setptember of
1974. | mever had it printed because [ thought it
was no use at the time. [ was beginning to lose
faith, Then, dmsalized 1 would be giving up on my
people. 1 am hoping I can reach some of them out
ol Lhere, so here goes

CHICANOS Y CHICANAS— WHERE ARE YOU FROM?

Last weekend, | said goodbye Lo another one of my
homeboys. [ talked to him, touched his hand, and
- said so long, "homes”. He didn't wave back
at me. He didn't even hear me  Neither did the
rest of my homeboys, The homeboys 1 talk about
are gone forever. They were killed. Why? Why
did somebody kill my friend?

Well, I'd like to tell you his name and what

But, first of all, his name shouldn't

matier to you. Ii could have been Huero, Chuco,
Smiley, Megro, Lefty, Loco, etc I'f bet you
have at least one homeboy with one of those nick—
name in your barrio. As far as whal happened?
He walked across a street in his neighborhood and a
car full of Chicanos yelled at him “Hey homes'
He walked up to the car to see what was up, and
gol a bullet shot in him, The guys in that car were
from a different barric. 5o they shol him. Little
did those guys realize when they did that, they did
shoot their homeboy. Hegardless whal barrio he
was from. Because he was even more than a
“homeboy,”” he was Lheir brother. We as Chicanos
y Chicanas are brothers and sisters. Barrios are
alright with me, but a carnal or a carnala is worth
more (o me than my barrio or yours.

Too many times in the past, we have killed be—
cause of a gang. This shil iz dead, as far as I'm
concerned. Deader than my homeboys 6 feet under.
They were “firme"’ dudes. And | guess the dudes
who killed my homeboys have friends who also think
they're alzo "*firme’".

Anyway, | don’t hate those guys. [ don’t blame
them for this. We are all at faalt. No way will it
satisfy me to kill somebody else to get even, Be—
cause my homebovs will still be missed by me. "“no
way will it bring them back, ' they are dead.

Mow, | know there are alot of us who feel that
they're never gonna change their minds. They feel
like this: “Hell no, man, I'm not gonma ket this
ride " they shot my carnal and somebody's gonna
pay for it.”” Let's go get one of their homeboys
Well, | know how that feels, I felt that way once
before. | wanted to get a gun and shool the first
sucker who came messing with my barrio. Big deal.
I said. I'll get a little stoned, gel a gun and be
“King Kong from 50 and 50 for awhile, There will
be somebody coming right back into my barrio look-
ing lor one of us and they'll kill another Chicano

Its i hlg circle. Going around and around.
Killing each other slowly, but surely. Damn, maybe
we should go out in the middle of the street and have a
big shoot-—out so we can kill each other at the same
tim

Maybe alot of you out there are sick and tired of
thiz shit as much as I am, but don't let your feel—
ings out. Well, why hide? If you start something
good, vou can'l stop. It's not hard to make ““Triend—
ship”” a habit. Instead. we all have oo many bad
habits. You know, when [ think about it, 1 realize
that if I lived in your neighborhood all my life,
that's where | would be from and the same goes for
you. 30 your barrio is no different than mine. 1
have alot of friends who moved out of my neighbor—
hood amd got into another oneé where they moved.
And they are still my friends. No way do I call that
“ranking oui.

“CHICANOS FIGHTING CHICANOS ™

We have been doing it for years, and what has
it gotten us?7 More Prison Terms& More Chitcanos
beang =enl to their grave at an early age, More
heads getting bashed against barrio  sidewalkss
shit together Carnales v Carnalazs&d& I
let it be for

Legtl  Youl
we must shed our blood on this earth,

the betterment of our People and not for our own
sell destruction

ORGANIZATE HAZA



S0 we're from dilferent barrios?
We can still be friends. It's all up to us. I'm game to

50 what. man?

give it a try, aren’t you? No way will I kill you or
bring vou down, vou're a part of me. For all we
know, we might even be related. We all have the
same last names, que no? [ might even be [rom your
neighborhood.  Imagine if all the barrios could get
along? If we could go to the same gigs without
putting each other . down? If, when we felt like it,
we could cruise through another barrio to, find all
the happenings without being shot at? [f we could
forget where we're from long enough to shake hands
first? So many if's. Why don't we try and do some—
thing together for once? Say a big picnic. All
the rucas cooking all the food. all the vatos pitching
in to buy the food and booze. We can do it. How do
I sound to you? Don't you think we could get along?
But we got to UNITE If we keep going the same
Way as we are going now. soon we'll all be living
“together’ as “'friends.” (In HELL. that is)

Can vou imagine what welre putting our parents
through?  Always yelling at us. que no” We say
they bug the shit oot of uws, but have vou really
listened to what they say? Be Careful “Stay
in the neighborhood ° “Don’t drink too much
Not cuz they bug. cuz they are worried Becaunse
we act like a bunch of stupid kinds. Going out in
the sireets to show the world how bad we are. You
know, they're right. But we're not really stupid, we
just made ourselves look like that. Alot of us had
better things to do. than to go to school, like stand
in the corners hitting up. Now we're left with no
experience for a good job. Bul it's not too late. We
can still prove to our parents that we are gonna change
and make them proud of us. But we have to do this
before it is oo late. | mean that. You have to face
the fact that “Mom and Dad’ are going to die sooner
or later, and with alot of worries. | hate lo say this.
but it might be sooner. They have suffered enough, do
they have to die worrying about us® At least when
they leave us, knowing we're tryving to take care of
business. and taking care of ourselves, they may rest in
peace.  Alot of us already have lost our parents and
alot of us feel it's 100 late to prove anything to any—
body. We didn't get to tell “Mom™™ how much we loved
her and we're sorry for all the trouble we put her
through and we were going to change. But vou have
yourself to prove it to and your future children.

You know, it's our baby brothers and sisters who
are going to be our next generation. You never know
whal's going through a kids' mind. But they always
want 1o be like their big brother. Your little brother
probably wants to be from a barrio. What if he gets
killed trying to back up his barric? You might not be
there to back him up, (Gues: where you might be

u you're guilty of killing any of my homeboys,
don’t feel alone. Too many of us are in the same boat.
I forgive you because I know that vou didn't mean to
doit. Youdid it for vour ““barrio.”

50 I'll leave vou asking yvou ome questiop Would
you shoot me if | walked up to you and asked you
where vou were from, and then told you I was from
somewhere else? Well, 1 guess you would if I was
just like any other “cholo” from a different barrio.
But I don’t think you would. I am a girl. A “home—
girl.”" But | can see what's happening.

Our men are killing each other. My ‘‘Homes,"
my “Carnales,” and sometimes even my *'Homegirls,"”
my “Carnalas.” The Chicanas even have alot to do
with this mess, not just the dudes. If you're a Chicana,
think about it. Could vou have done something in the
past to stari something between two barrios without
realizing it? Or maybe you backed up your “‘Vale—
loco™ because you didn't wanl anything lo happen to
him.

All T know is that I'm a Chicana who is deeply
hurt. And tired of all this shit and ready to do any—
thing to try and make things work out. Hey, man,
I'm from vour Barrie, don't you recognize me?

There's one more question I've just got to ask
you. Wouldn't you rather want to hear our Mom's
bugging the shit out of us than to hear the agony
again that our homeboy's mother was velling? Mijo,
Mijo, Mi hijo.. Why?.. What did you do to make them
kill you?..Why Hid they kill vou, Mijo? . Get out of
that coffin, Mijo ..Oh, why, why, why??

And do you have the heart to tell that mother why?
Would you tell her why Tor me? I can't. How can |
tell her “Mijo" didn’t really do anything. He just
happened to be from a different barrio .

ALL GANGS ARE COOL! BUT NO ONE RULES
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Rodolfo **Corky™ Gonzales

| want to thank you for being here today
to prove to the world that the Chicano
Movement is alive and growing.  That
while other people are taking akuse and
misuse without taking a stand; without
voicing their opinions or facing the raw
truth; the Chicano still marches, sings
and carries on the struggle for justice
and liberation

Today | have a message for all the peo-
ple of Aztlan: to the children, the stu-
dents, the pintos, the workers, the pro-
fessionals, the critics, the politicos, the
educators, the police, the campesinos
the masses of our people and to the blood-
suckers, the parasites, the vampires who
are the capitalists of the world

THE CRITICS

First | want to address myself to the

critics; whether they be Right Wing, Left,

radical, moderate or conservative. What

we express in the form of demonstration
has made changes. We know that the
conservative element want the handcuffs
of the laws and justice taken from their
hands so they can play *“‘Cowboy and
Indian,” *‘slave and master,”" “‘greaser
and Texas Ranger,"’' vigilante and victim

with all those who disagree with their vio-

lence, their repression, their jails, their
prisons, their courrs, their colonies, their

wars and their murders. The moderate who
gays, “'| agree with your goals but | dis-
agree with your methods "' is like an an-

chor holding us back rather than an ally
pushing us forward. The coffee shop and
cocktail leftists spout all the fine phrases
and quotes of truly great leaders and con-

AZtlan o

tinuely remind us of our faults and errors,
but take the easy way out when confront-
ed with real revolution. And then there
are those who could truly be our allies,
but they spend more time using poison
tongues against their own than they do
against the Power Structure, the real

ENEMY. Remember that only those who
do not take an action or get involved are

the ones who never make a mistake.

THE POLITICO3

| want to say to the politicos, remember
that we pointed at the establishment to-
gether and we said “‘they are corrupt,
they are two-faced hypocrits they are
liars, they are bought and sold political
prostitutes.”” Then as the pressures of
the truth became fully known to all people
the power structufé opens Ctheir ams,
embraces you and infects you with their
political disease Then you pronounce

the same corrupt structure healthy, gener-
ous, democratic and pure, because you
are now part of it. We urge you to speak
out, don't be afraid to lose false friends,
one action is worth a thousand meaning-
less, compromised bills, Because one
work, one courgeous stand based on prin-
ciple will set the example for all of our
people. |f you are weak and compromis-
ing, your children will compromise twice
as much and be twice as weak If you are
strong and uncompromising, your children
will be even stronger and never compro-
mise to false rulers and false ideals,
Oon't perpetuate the same system that
has enslaved the minds and bodies of

e who are confused enough to believe
it (the system)




THE CAMPESINOS

We are all children of the same parents

and the same tree, our hearts and support
has always been yours As the farm-
worker wins victories in the fields and
works towards politizing to a true libera-
tion and not fall habit to the fate of other
unions who are more concerned with their
pocket books than they are with humanity.
Unions who practice exclusion of minorit
ies, the inclusion of criminals and who
create an appetite for power at any cost.
We hope to see the farmworker win their
great battle over the tremendous obstacles
of the growers and the teamsters and in
the process recognize that the reality of
liberation is not being part of the system
which tried to destroy them and that they
use their urganizing talents to change
every facet of this society. Their victory
IS our victory and a victory for all human

ity.

THE POLICE

Let all police in this city this state,
this country and around the world where
the same mentality persists, understand
that the real responsibility is to serve
the people and not the Profit Corporations

and their political puppets Their role is
not to defend the privileges of the Power
Structure, but to protect the rights of the
people. For those of our own groups and
our name, | say remember that you have a
position, a job and a place in this society
because of our resistance 1 injustice and
not because of any -great qualification of

your own. Wear your identity as a Chicano
as a badge of pride and not one of shame.

Serve, protect and love and it can be recipro-
cated. Destroy, kill and treat our people
with injustice and you might only receive
the same in return. Recognize that we,
too, have families, we too, want respect
and that we too, realize the same about
you. Take your place with us-not against
us. The Viet Cong forgave their brothers
the South Vietnamese It is not impossi-
ble that we might become brothers again
as it was when you oo, were a Spic
before our criticism our marches, our
demonstrations gave you a job.

THE EDUCATORS

Your responsibility is one of the most
important in the movement, To you lies,

the great task of teaching the truth about
our history, our culture, our values and
our contributions to mankind. You, the
Chicano educators, must encourage and
develop confidence in owr children and
our people the true story of our coloniza-
tion and oppression and you must in all
honesty instruct our children of the past
social struggles and direct them to a
sound political direction that inspires
them to commit themselves tw the progress
of our people and all humanity. The
schools are a tool of the power structure
that blinds and leads our youth to a life

of confusion and hypocracy, one that
preaches assimalation and practices insti-
tutional racism. You the educators, have
to rise above the nine to three urban mis-
sionary to be a true believer in the ad-
vancement of our youth toe a new and pro-
gressive society, and totally dadicated
molder of minds who learn to know their
future role as bpuilders, teachers and
leaders. The progress of a people is
judged by their educational attainment,
yours 15 the responsibility of ouly educat-
ing owr youth to the ideals of character,
principal and complete liberation A
teacher who loves to teach loves people
and a person who loves, teaches the truth
and stands by their students.

ARTISTS AND WRITERS

To owr artists and our writers we say
paint no murals of disgust and commercial
garbage. write of inspiration to all man-

kind. Influence for progress and truth
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and not for money and perversion Your
paintings, your words will influence for
better or for worse. We urge you to choose
for better, speak of growth, of success,

tell of tragedy and relate a social message.

Its better to say nothing than to misdirect
and confuse our youth who rely on you tw
interpret life and its true meaning. We
urge you to write and paint what we in
turn will use as tools to teach our people.

THE WORKERS

In every Factory, office, packing house,
laundry, business, relate to your group

with pride, share your talents and your
work with your fellow workers, stand

behind them and with them in the defense
of their rlghts and yours. Organize your-
selves as brothers instead of dividing
yourselves as _competing individuals.
Recognize that owr social problems are
not created by the poor and disadvantaged
but by the rich and powerful who take
advantage of disorganization and division
and use-it for their Empire building at the
expense of the weak, confused and mis-
lead, We are all part of the same struggle
for survival don't let a few luxuries separ-
ate you from the reality that we are all
economic slaves if we never share totally
in the profits of their labor.

We are all heirs to the land. We are
Mestizo, Indian and Spanish by birth.
Owners of the Southwest by precedence
and by legal title. The struggle for the
land cannot be hased on a pot of gold at

the end of the rainbow and a quest for
riches. It has to be based on a peoples
struggle to regain land for all and not the
privileged few. Our goal should be not
make new Llons, Haciendados and
Hidalgos, but a new order basea on love
and community ownership, shared by all
of the people of Aztlan. The land belongs
to those who work it and those who seek
their proper heritage of the earth.

THE S5TUDENTS

L]

All of our dreams and hopes are placed
on the shoulders of our youth. They must
think as we have that we nust plan chan
ges not in terms of minutes, hours, weeks
or years but by generatioss. Each genera-
ation takes one more step up the ladder
to liberation and humanism. WE made
some changes to open up those doors,
Now Its your turm to keep them open. To
study what has happened in histary and
what is taking place in the world today,
Evaluate, figure out what is noble, what
15 truth, what has meaning? And then
take your position as the vanguard, the
leaders, to use your professional skills
and knowledge to change this society for
the better. Mever let the world change
you. Change the world, its YOurs




THE GUERRILL AS

Yes, there are Guerillas not only in South
America, Mexico, Africa, Asia, there are
also Guerrillas in Morth America who
truly believe in their efforts and that
armed repression and violence can only
be met with armed resistance. HNever
commit an act of criminality against those
who struggle for Justice, never confuse
violence for violence's sake. Make sure
that all acts have politicail intent and one
understond by the people who you struggle
for. Don't criticize those who are not on
your political level or battiefield, Seek
respect and give love ‘and the same might
be returned.

THE PEOPLE

Everyone says “'I'm doing it for the
people.”” We say to the people compare
the results and tell us who has done it

for the people and you will find those who

truly committed themselves to the people
and those who did it 1o the people. Real
changes that have come about, have never
come by way of the Politicos, they have
come about by the resistnace of movement
people to all the injustices heaped on us
from the days of conquest to the present
days of exploitation. | tell you this be-
cause we are watching the world change
and how it changes will affect all of us.
In the past ten years we have witnessed
the assassination of national leaders and
in the past we said the government was
involved. Today we know that the C.1LA.
is involved with the approval of the past
four Presidents. We have seen men reach
the moon. We have watched half a country
defeat the most powerful industrial war
machine in the history of mankind, We
witnessed the expose of a total adminis-
tration as & gang of thieves and criminals
including the President. And now you
have a puppet who was never elected
serving the Corporate Structure as presi-
dent and the God-Father of the Corporate
world, the butcher of Attica, Nelson
Rockefeller serving as ViceFresident
while he openly runs the country. All
this and many more times we have been
part of and in the next ten years we will
no doubt witness the rise ana fall of the
total, Capitalistic, bureaucratic, Comporate
owned Empire. Chicanos cannot sit at
the same table with those parties that
exploit, corrupt and rape the rest of the
world.
Chicanos must take their place in the new
world as liberators of the people not as
the exploiters of the neople.

NO OMNE HAS THE RIGHT TO OPPRESS

THE PEOPLE AND ALL OPPRESSED

PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO RE-
VOLUTION.



The governmenl, poned by DIg business and
the mass media. |5 presinily making a conceried
elfort o deflect the rising anger oveér thé CouRlry s

eranomic troubles ——unemployment in particolar-onto
a scapegoat : so called “illegal aliens.

Late in 1974, then UL & ; ttorney General William
B. saxbe blamed rising unemployment on undecumented
workers of foreign birth (“illegal aliens™i. He said the
esiimated four to seven million undorumented wWorkers
constituted “a severe national crisis.

DEPORT ONE MILLIOMN

speaking in Brownsville, Texas, saxbe called for the
expansion of the Immigration and Natur: lization
Service (INS 1 to deport “one million persons now hold
ing jobs——and then find those who have burrowed more
desply inio cur sociely He said wndocusnenisd
wi rkers drain resources from the economy, contribute
to the crime rate, and deplele social services

Saxbe's allegation: went unsubstantiated as he failed
tc offer any 1eal [acts or figures Lo support his
clalms, Mevertheless, other government spokespersons,
primarily INS officials, have continued to disseminate
Meese facts,

What many have called “Saxbe’s hysterical
remarks,” have also been echoed by the media. For
example, the MNew York Times recently ran three
front—page articles on the “illegal alien problem.”

Ira Gollobin, general cognsel for the American
Committes for the Protection of the Foreign Hoarn.

1o

referring to the article: said, *“The paper’s contention
that thousands get school hospiial and welfare benefits
while often paying minimal taxes and sending large
amounts of money abroad is a sheer concoction. resl
ing chiefly on speculation of INS officials

Also. in January, ABC troadeast a nationally—
aired “documentary,” blaming undocumented wirkers

for the country’s ills. The hour—length program even
contended that “illegal aliens™™ were responsible for
bring dangerous diseases inta the countr

LEGISLATIVE ACTION

In his speech before iwo county bar issociations,
Saxbe also said it waz essential that Congress pass

the Hodino Bill—Ilegizlation which would make 1t a
federal olfense Tc knowlingly hire undecumentled
warkers

The Hedino Bill, House bill 882, was re—introduced
in Congress in January The bill provides that an
emplover would be given a warning ticket firsi, and
il found guilty of knowing'v hiting undocumentsd
workers again, would be subject to a 500 dollar fine
A third offense would cost 1,000 dollars

By most critical observer: ' account, the Rodino
bill would be lotally ineffective in dealing with the
“problem.

G llobin recontly said, “Instead of pressing Con—
gress for constructive proposals (o deal with the sil—
uation, the Rodino bill is designed o hoodwink U. 5
workers, expecially the unemployed, and to pil them
against “illegal” workers.”



=+ ALIENS AS SCAPEGOATS

Atacks on all workers, particulaily immigiant
and foreign—born workers, are increasing as Lhe nation s
economy worsens.  With unemploymen! nearing -
pression levels, and wages 1emaining the same as
prices :piral upwaid:, the government and its apolo—
gists have found a scapegoat Accusing them of
“stealing jobs.” the government is atlempting Lo zhifl
the blame from the capitalist system onto undocuments d
wi rkers

The proposed “solution’” to Lhe deteriorating economic

situs tion is no solution at all. It is an allempt 1o
divide workers, pit them against one another, and Lries
to confuse them as to the true cause of _umemp]u}' -
ment——capitalism. Il is a vicious tactict thal has

been used throughout American history when the economy

is in a depressed state. and the need for immigrant
workers as a source of cheap labor vanishes.

HISTORICALLY EXPLOITED

Fcr example. in the late |870°s, the entire country
was in a great industrial depression. Dennis Keamny.
a labor mis—leader at the lime, stated that the problems
of unemployment and low wages were caused by
Chinese wcrkers. His solution was simply that “the
Chinese must go.” By the mid—1880's. the Chinese were
driven from the major industries of California. but
unemplovment and wage cuts contunued :

During the “Great [epression’ of the 930 s, _three
million Mexicans were deported in the “Repatriation
maverTient Again, the rationale for this action was
that they were taking jobs, drawing on social services.
and dr: ining the economy, by sending large amounts of
maoney out of the country. The * Hepatriation movemen|
created a reign of terror in the batrios { neighborhoods )
Mexicans, botn both in the U, > and Mexico, were
herded into boxcars and senl across the border

Again, during the economic recession of the early
[950°'s, “Oper: tion Wetback  created the assumption

that Mexicans were the cause of the economic and social
problems existenl at the lime
people were deported

Ower hatf. a million

N
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VICTIMS! NOT CALSE

Immigr: ni workers are not the cause of unemploy—
ment. They. like all other workers, are the victims
of it. But unemployment and wage cuts hit undocu—
mented workers the hardest, because they are almost
totally confined to sweatshops and agricultural irades
and mosl are unorganized

Also, undecumented workers are direct vicums of
American imperialism. In developing countries where
U, 5 factories and banks have penetrated the native
economy has been thrown into confusion, causing
poverty. unemplovmert, and inflation. Because of these
expremely difficult conditions. many immigrants are
forced to uproot their lifetime associations and make
every sacrifice (o come here

Once here, immigrant workers musi labor under
horrendous conditions,* and are subject to deportation
at any time. They are not eligible [or unemployment
insurance, social security, welfare, or pensions, éven
though they pay taxes and :ocial security [ayments.
Complaining about mistreatment, joining a union, or
going on  strike -can lead to immediate arrest and
deportation, without a trial of anv kind

MASS DEPORTATIONS

In I£74, 800,000 people were deported. This vear,
the INS has flans to increase this figure

Their job will be made considerably easier if
American workers allow themselves to be deceived
by the government's smokescreen, Mass deportations
will not create jobs, lower prices, or increase wages,
s It 15 clearly not the answer (o theé ounlry s
deep economic problems



Are home workers, "EE aliens,” foreign workers to blame?

Garment workers must
unite internationally!

By Chrisri diSanto

A Los Angeles garment worker

Right here in Los Anﬁ:ltituda}r,
perhaps as many as fifty thousand
garment workers put in sixty- to
seventy-hour weeks for wages as
low as sixteen dollars a day. Even
in * times,"" during the post -
World War Il boom, a garment
worker couldn’t expect to make
much more than two dollars an
hour for strenuous, cye-siraining
work af the exhausling pace that
piecework demands.

In the factories where this re-

rter worked, as recently as
wo months ago, most of the em-
ployees were older women who had
already given the better part of
their lives bo provide the clothing
all of us need. They had a hard
time keeping up with the gruelling
pace because of the many health
problems garment work creates,
such as arthritis, eye and back
trouble.

These ailments, in turn, made
them more susceplible (o furiher
injuries because of the loss of
dexterity and good vision. Because
of the speed that is required fo
“make rate,'" it is easy lo get oo
close to the needle and run your
fingers through the sewing mach-
ine. This iz a very common and
extremely painful occurrence in
the shop, and almost all of the
older workers have “‘sewn their
fingers' at least once.

Modern Sweatshops?

In one factory in West Los
Angeles where this reporter work-
ed, there was no overhead electri-
cal lighting at all. The windows
and a small light on the machine
were the only sources of illumi=-
nation in the room. There was
also no cooling system in a room
where more than fifty of us work-
ed together. By industry *‘stan-
dards,” this may have been a
fairly “‘modern” factory, but those
of us who had to spend forty hours
a week there know where the word
“gwealtshop' comes from!

Garment workers have always
faced horrible working conditions.
In the early days of the indusiry,
the normal working hours were
from dawn until mine or ten o
clock at night with wages of about
thirty cenis a . Mot only
adults, but eight-year old children
gometlimes even younger, worked
these hours. hildren wsually
were paid considerably less than
adult workers. Smaller children
were also used in the texiile fac-
tories to crawl under the looms
to gather the yarn that collected
there. The huge moving paris
smashed many young limbs,

Contagious discases, such as
tuberculosis, were easily carried
among workers through the cloth
fibers and the mortality rate from
these diseases on the job was very
high in the sweatshops. Fire also
claimed many lives because the
material used is so lammable and
where there was so much, often
shoddy, electrical equipment.

Probably one of the best known
industrial disaszlers was the lire
at the Triangle Shiriwaist Faclory
in: the 18905 in wl:i::hppd;:;nsﬁf
young girls were ira in the
upper stories because the doors
were locked from the outside and
the fire escape was suspended
several stories above the ground,
Many voung bodies were found
still at the sewing machines.

1 £

Weak Union Caothold

The wnions, built only through
bitter struggles and loss of life,
made tremendous gains inimprov-
ing these conditions by cuthing down
the long working hours and seliing
up some hullllﬁ and safety stan-
dards. However, the unions have
still not been able to establish a
irm foothold in the garment in-
dustry in this couniry because it
is so easy for the factory owners
to relocate their shops in order to
avold wnionization,

Unlike automobile and stesl fac-
tories thal require huge, perman-
ent structures, sewing machines
can be usﬂ; iransported. This
was one of the major forces be-
hind the wholesale movement of
the garment industry from the
East Coast to the South and then
to California., In Southern Calif=
ornia, the unions have been kepl
out through the extensive use of
undocumented workers, or “flle-
gal aliens."’

Now, in places like Los Angeles,
where most of the shops are non-
union, and in union shops as well,
any improvement in wages and
working conditions has stopped
completely, and workers are rap-
idly being driven back to the grim
realities of the sweatshops of fifty
and a hundred years ago. Why is
this happening?

The productien of clothing is
international big business, and the
capitalists whodominate the indus-
try have widespread connections
throughout the enlirg capitalist
world. This whole system of
clothing production is collapsing
because of the increased costs
of raw materials, especially petro-
leum-based synthetics, and energy
especially electricity. Althe same
time, workers and the increéasing
number of unemployed cannol
afford the exorbitant prices for
clothing that the capitalists are
demanding to make the fits
they need to keep up with mflation,
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¢ big factory owners have to
find a way to cut the costs of

producing their goods because
compelition is increasing as the
number of purchasers decreases.
Cull;':nf. wages is the only way a
capitalist can cut his production
costs to insure that he can drive
his competitor out of the shrink-
ing market before he is driven
out himself. One of the most
common ways to do this istomove
the factories overseasto countries
under dictatorships where thepol -
ice and army force workers to
slave for very low wages and where
all labor organizations are illegal,

Because of the deepening eco-
nomic crisis, the “export’ of
factories is increasing rapidly.

Destruction of Unions

The memhcrﬂ:‘iﬁ of the Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers Union has
dropped from 128,000 to 78,000
because of the massive layoffs.
Almost hall We have not yet
obtained comparable statistics
from the International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union, but the same
process must also be at work
there. The strength of the union
determines wage rates throughout
the industry either directly or
indirectly. So the destruction of
the garment unions in the United
States, where they were among the
strongest, must be of profound
concern for every union and non-
union garment worker!

In America, the factory owners
also use undocumented workers in
their factories to cut production
costs because they cantake advan-
tage of their precarious legal posi-
tion in this country by paying them
very low wages. Undocumented
workers are forced to accept low
wages and poor working conditions

because the union won't accepl
them and the constant threat of
deportation make them reluctant
to organie.

Another way that factory owners
cut *le costof production is through
the use of the “homeworker,” a
mainstay in the garment industry
since it began. When workers do
their work al home, the employer
avoids the rent, cost of machinery,
electricity and all of the other
expenses that go along with factory
maintainance.

Like the factory and foreign

workers, homeworkers also face
the same rapidly deteriorating
conditions: long hours and incredi-
biy low pay for tedious and tiring
work. ey face other problems
besides. Garment industry home-
working in California is illegal
and most of the more than fifty
thousand homeworkers in South-
ern California are undocumented
workers.

Once again, undocumented work-
ers are forced into doing homework
because the danger of being de-
ported makes it more difficult to

et a factory job. It is very hard
or the *“illegal alien™ to do any-
thing about the deteriorating con-
ditions that the homeworkers face,
as part of the industry as a whole,
because they don't have a union,

Some wnion officials and politi-
cians encourage us to believe that
the homeworkers, the undocumen-
ted workers and the foreign work-
ers are the ones responsible for
worsening conditions and wages in
the factories, because these other
workers will "'accept’ less money.
But the competition between work-
ers over jobs is not the cause; but
rather the sympiom of the larger

roblem: fewer jobs everywhere

cause of the collapse of the
demand for world garment indus-
try's products.
i3

Shouldn't the union leaders right
mow be uniting and preparing
workers to defend what gains they
have already made, to fight for bet-
ter wages and working conditions?
Shouldn’t they be agressively or-

anizing all of the unorgamized?

hen the union leadership blames
other workers for the problems
in the garment industry, they just
help the owners, whose main stra-
tegy 15 to pit one category of
garment workers against all of
the others

The most important thing for
factory workers and homeworkers,
undocumented and native workers
to do is to form committees in
their factories and neighborhoods
to prepare ourselves to solve our

roblems logether. 'Who is to
lame: our fellow seamsiresses
in Hong Kong, Mexico and South
Korea or the internmational capi-
talists who are driving us all back
to the horrible conditions of the
past?

Uintil recently, homeworking was
legal in certain sections the
garment industry in California,
but State Assembly Bill AB3S3,
ln?ortnd by the ILGWU officials,
made it comopletely illegal and
imposed much stiffer penalties on
the emplover and homeworker a-
like. ¢ latter can be fined up
to $50 for the first, and 3100 for
the second offense, although the
fines can be waived if the home-
worker testifies against her em-
ployer! .

Forced into an illegal occupation
by the economic crisis, the home-
worker is thus caught in a double
bind. If fined she loses a huge

chunk of her already meager carn-
ings, if she cooperates with the
government to avoid the fine, she
will lose her employer and be

blacklisted by all the others, And

if she is an illegal alien she will
also be deported!

If the bill is enforced it will not
only deprive several thousand
homeworkers of their jobs but will
also make conditions worse in the
factories. If the capitalists are
deprived of the homeworkers they
will just lower the wages and
speed up the work through piece
rates in the factories if they don't
st pack up and go abroad. This
will ust accelerate the destruction
of the garment industry in the
United States.

Some American capitalists,
their ‘politicians, and the union
officials, are sponsoring even
more so-called “‘protective™



legislation. This would increase
the taxes, or tariffs, on goods
coming from other countries. This
is supposed to discourage us from
buying foreign products and to
force us the buy higher-priced
American products. efi, 50 they
think, sales will go up and produc-
tion in the American garment in-
dustry will increase. Those who
are trying to sell us this bill of
goods refuse to look at the broa-
der picture,
The question is nol one of im-
ris and exporis, bul whether
inflation-plagued workers and the
swelling ranks of the unemployed
in all capitalist countries cancon-
tinue to buy any new clothing at
all; whether all of the faclories
that are now silting idle will con-
tinue to remain 0 while millions
of people throughout the world,
including wnemployed garment
workers, will be reduced to wear-
ing rags.
spite appearances, and all the
propaganda o the contrary, work-
ers all over the world codperate
right now in producing all of the
ﬁuds and services all of us need.
¢ main obstacle that is keep-
ing us from cooperating with each

other completely, lo insure thal

the production of clothing not only
continues bt also expands, is
the capitalist system itself.

The banks and a few capilal-
ists own all of the clothing fac-
tories. They musl make ever
increasing profits off the labor
of those of us whom they are now
itting against cach other. The
rade competition between the cap-
italists in control of different coun=
tries is growing increasingly more
intense because of their need for
greater profils, cheaper sources
of labor and raw materials in a
steadily declining market of con-
sumers. If this international com-
petition is mol checked by us, by
working people, we will pitted
against  each other in" another
world war. Then the garment
workers in all of the capitalist
countries will be making uniforms
for their sons ko dic in and the
lining of the coflins in which they
will be buried.

This is where the capitalists’
“patriotism"™ and the union lea-
ders” nationalism is leading us.

What must be done? First of
all, union workers must nsist
that their leaders launch immedi-
ately a nationwide campaign to
organize the unorganized, inclu-
ding homeworkers and undocumen-
ted workers. Second, through the
enthusiasm and strength this cam-

Eign creates, the union should
gin to fight for legal status for
all of the workers whoare preseni-
Iy classified as *“illegal aliens.”
The most serious and militant of
these foreign garment workers
should be sent, with the Mnancial
suppori of their brothers and sis-
ters, to begin to unionize workers
in other couniries, especially in
Mexico. !

The piece rate system should
be abolished entirely and anation-
wide contract must be negotiated
which would include all of the
appropriate points of the Labor
Party League's program for the
unemployed (see pageld) and the
retail clerks (sce pageB). This
contract must guarantee produc-
tive jobs for all garment workers
in- neighborhood factories where
health and safety regulations are

The union halls should all begin
to be converted imto educational
centers where employed and re-
tired working people in the garment
trades can meet together with
other workers (o discuss the way
in which the international economic
crizig iz affecling our trade and
other, related industries. Wy
are prices rising like never be-
fore in history? What can we do
io get production started again?
How are workers organized in
other counfries? How can we
begin to work closely with all of
them? What lessons can we learn
from the great struggle of working
people in all trades now laking
place in Portugal?

The Worker is already attempt-
ing to answer these gquestions and
gll of the others we musi confront
in the face of this great economic

wHILD LABOR -- Children were used
o cut the cost of weges like homesork -
ers and undocumsnted foreign workers

enforced by shop commitices of
garment workers elected by the
:mFlu}'us themselves.

If production declines, the hours
per week should be shoriened with
no cut im pay. If lactories are
threatened with closure, the unions
must take over production and set
l.IIa cooperative stores to exchange
clothing and other garments for
food and other necessilies with
cooperatives established by work-
ers and their unions inotherareas
of production in which the capital-
ists can no longer guarantee con-
binued production. Fi

are todey. Whale Tamilies will sgain be
farced lo work in order b0 survive & the
sConomic crigls gels worse.

crisis. We muast
to build & rank and file committes
to organize garment workers a-
roand an infernational program
appropriafe to the crisis and the
many lands from which American
rment workers originally came.,
we cannol work with the present
pnion leadership, which would be
p gresl iragedy, we must begin
to prepare an alternative leader-
ship. enl workers who would
like to join this commitiee should
contact this reporter w=f 213
223-4802 or 714 626-6109

immediately



LA RAZA UNIDA PARTY--

6 months in jail

OPEN LETTER

| am impelled to give clarification to the moch dis—
torted and red—baiting that chaiacterize: the event
involving a recall petition of two Lamont school
board memters and the subsequent chaiges leading to
our six—month imprisonment. The Lamonl reporter
together with the persuasion of the people that control
Lamont have played a major role in this event. The
newspaper printed false (BLOW N—UP) information and
had us convicted belore we ever went to court.

Prezident Ford visited Bakersfield and people were
getting killed in the Lamont bars, yel we occupied
the front page of the Lamont Reporter 5 weeks in a
row. The killing of two UF. W, members, Alvarez
from Arvin stabbed to death by an Anglo in the
Edison truck stop and the recent killing of a Mexicano
by an Anglo at the Tropicana bar didn't get hall as
much coverage as we did

Our case was used for two reasons (1) to ruin and
destroy our credatility and influence over the commu—
nity. and (2) to brainwash the community into sub—
mission of the deplorable conditions in the school and
society under anglo control

The whole event, trial and sentence s a po itical
manuver peérpelrated by the Lamont Reporter, School
Board. and the Judicial system. The presecutor pre—
sented no facts or evidence connecting to the pur—
ported false signatures that were picked from the
petition by part—time workers at the Election Dept.
Also a week after the liling of the petition we re—
ceived a letter from the Election Dept. stating that the
petition was invalid because it didn't contain the Board
members answers Lo the petition charges.

Their whole case was based around :uspicion and
probable cause in a felony case where they have the
burden of proof beyond a benefit of a doubt. The jury
of 10 Anglos and 2 Spanish—surname after 6 hours of a
deliberation delivered the wverdict of guilty as
charged

My question to you the reader is: When has a
Mexicano ever received a fair trial, justice or equality
from the Anglos

| am asking you to be the judges of our offense,
trial and sentence. Also judge the actions of the
Lamont Reporter, Lamont School Board and the
judicial system

Hi sta la vicloria siempre

Ricardo Flores
La Unidad Hase La Fuerza

LAMONT

Calban, Flores found
guilty

Two previows candidates for the La-
moni School Board of Trusiees were
given six months in jail and five years
probation Lerms last Tuesday in Superior
Court of Kerm Counly, William Calban
and Richardo Flores were senlenced by
Judge P. R. Borton. The two were charg-
ed with falsifying a recall petition
againsl members of the Lamont School
Board.

Both men had circulated recall
petitions on  Bobbie Work, Low Ann
Thurston, Mel Sabovich, Bob Harris and
Frank Arambula

I3
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In the last two years Partido La Raza Unida has

It is a sad commentary on our particular forms of
political participation that on any given election day
enough of the eligible volers to change the oulcome
of an election will sit at home and not vote. As
we examine other forms of participation, be it formal
opinion expression, campalgn activity or taking a
problem to government we also find a disturbingly
high proportion of the population not jnvolved. These
clusters of non—participants are of additional concern
to us since they tend to be composed of individuals
from the lower socio—economic sectors of the popu—
lation. "Furthermore, people of Mexican descent com—
prise an inordinate percentage of these clusters.. Un—
fortunately, soclal scienlisis often view such informa—
tion as if it were a necessary state of affairs. Some
have even found virtue in nonparticipation seeing it
as a source of stability. We are often s0 over—
whelmed and blinded by what is that our attempts
al proposing amelioration or change are severely
limited., Our discription of objective conditions func—
tion as blinders which direct our prescriptions in a
most peculiar fashion. For too often, even Chicano
social scientizsts have predicated increased political
participation by Chicanos upon the achievement of
middle class status and resources.

This has not been the case with Partido La Raza
Unida. From the beginning we have operated on the
principle that power is io be shared by all residents
of our community. Everyone has the right to par—
ticipate in the decisions that affect our dally affairs
We have struggled to bring about improvements in la
vida contidiana of our people. Yet PLRU has
become & severely atrophied organization here in
California. We can recite the entire litany of ex—
lernal reasons for lack of success. The familiar cant
of gerrymandering, discriminatory electoral code
exclusionary filing fees, etc. is always recited. We
do not mean {o minimize in any way the impact of
these externally imposed barriers to swccess for La
Haza Unida in California, bul our point in these few
shorl sentences is to examine internal conditions of
el Partido

Ilergae Gartia

stagnated here in Los Angeles County. While it may
be true that the initial flourishing of many local
chapters of La Raza Unida four years ago can be
partly attributed to the bandwagon efforts of the many
parasites and sychophants of the Chicano movement
who jump from organization to organization without
resolving any issues other than how best to incor—
porate their pesonal movidas into the movimiento,
we cannot lay the blame for the tupor and lethargy
of the past two years on those who have gone on Lo
what they see as greener pastures. We have been
plagued by political myopia as a result of the petty
parochialism and factionalism of PLRU in the last
Iwo vears. Areas of copirol have been staked out
without any corresponding acceptance of responsi—
bilities for the events in said geographical region
Joint efforts on issues and cooperative work in cam—
paigns have been minimal or nonexistent due to past
personal slights real or imaginary. The central
committee of PLRU rather than coordinating and
directing the struggle of the partidarios has often
degenerated into a council of recriminations and self—
flagelations,

Hopefully all this has changed The current
aLiermp o v our political myopia began as
an afishoot of some interchapter cooperative work in
the November 5, 1974 incorporation election here in
East Los Angeles. Then the four remaining chaplers
of Loz Angeles county——SanFernando, Ls Puente.
Norwalk. and City Terrace——gathered in organi-
zational session last January 25th in a spirit of re—
newal and rededicalion to the political empower—
ment of our people Gathering on a Saturday
morning in 3an Fernando, representative meémbers of
the four functioning chapters engaged in debate over
the goals, methods and philesophy of PLRU of Los
Angeles county. But the main thrust of the general
Sesslon  was  organizational The L.A. County
Central Commiltee was resurrected and given the
charge of functioning as the central organ which by

& coordination policy stands, candidate zelections and



campaigns will hopefully develop an internal cohesion
and discipline within the partido. For it is only a
dynamic, united and responsible party which will be
able to offer our people the political alternative about
which we s0 often speak.

In the spirit of the San Fernando conference we
must build the party at all levels. The party in
the electorate must be expanded. We must not only
seek 0 win over those who are now members of
other parties but more importantly we must work
with those who are not now affiliated with any other
political party. This is a long and arduous task, for
people are not uninvolved by chance. We have to
counter the current socialization process now at work
in our society. HRejecting the slanderous label of
apathetic which is applied to the non—participants in
the Chicano community, we know that we must offer
something concrete to offset the insidious pattern of
training Chicanos not to participate. The schools,
churches, and voluntary associations and so called
political groups all work to inculcate an attitude
of subject rather than one of citizen participant.
Our people have rejected political activity because
such activity has offered us little return for our
investment of scarce lime, energy and resources.
We do not waste our time on such meaningless ac—
livity. Only politics based on the needs and wishes
of our community as expressed by that community
will bring about increased participation,

To bring about an expanded and active party in
the electorate, we have to build a strong party
organization. This |s the essential field of activity
of the Central Committee, The Central Committee
must claim and exercise the authority to take up
party problems, policies and strategy. It must guide
and direct the activities of the party in the elec—
torate. Yet if we are to avoid the path of poli—
tical arrogance trod by the other parties, our central
committee must always remain responsive and res—
ponsible to the party in the electorate. Unity will
prevail as long as we have this two way street arrange—
ment. We all accept and work for goals and objec—
tives which we have had a share in formulating. In
this same spirit we all recognize that those who

respurces (o the acusvities of PLRU will no doubt
form part of the party organization. As these in—
dividuals are accountable to the party in the elecs
torate so too we must give them their due according
to their contributions to the struggle to empower our
people.

The basic field of operation in which the party in
the electorate and the party organization come to—
gether is the campaign. Here is the attempt to
put the party into government. Yet this is but a
proximate goal. We seek office (o use those offices
to bring about fundamental change in the daily lves
of our people. The ultimate goal is to create change
via the interaction of these three levels or sectors
of the partido The struggle is to bring about
policy and resource utilization decisions that are
the result of the collective interaction of all of us
who are so callously labled apathetic. Who among
us does not care if we do not have enough to eat,
are poorly clothed, living in substandard housing and
are essentially illiterate? Only those who are dead
do not care about such matters. The Partido must
work to resolve these issues and more. When offered
some realistic opportunities to meet these basic needs
in @ manner consonant with human dignity, the poli—
tical non—participants will respond

Furthermore, we must move in this direction im—
mediately and seize the opportunity at bhand. The
Republicans are feuding among themselves and if
Ford's southern strategy of appointments and f(unds
does not work then we will see a rump party split
off in the next year. The Democrats fare no betler
for while some Democrats court George Wallace others
denounce him. Yet these latter always caution their
party not to ignore the forces represented by the
man from Alabama. The Democrats too may well face
a faction bolting their party in the near [uture. [In
the next few months, the Chicano community will
face even a lesser choice between two greater evils.
El Partido must come forward with a strong
party organization offering alternatives that form the
basis of the creation of el partido among the elec—
torate. We must start (o rebuild at the local level
aiming at larger coalitions thereby empowering our

dedicate more of their time, energy and pesonal ;7 community at all levels.



|| TEAMSTERS AND GROWERS UNITE AGAINST UFW ||

UNITED FARM WORKERS
Growers Fight Back

When Gov. Brown signed the Agricultural Labor
Helations Act on June Bth of this year. farmworkers
across the state of California were elated and hope—
ful that their newly—won right o the secret ballol
would be impléemented in a free, democratic process.
Because agribusiness and the giant supermarkel chains
had been conferred with and had acknowledged a
compromise bill, farmworkers. along with thousands of
{riends in the cities. assumed that the chaos which has
occurred over the past century of farm labor organiz—
ing. would stop. In fact. as the bill was signed. all
parties. including the United Farmworkers, Teamsters
and grower organizations, agreed to live up “lo the
letter of the law” in “good faith” umiil the bill
actually took affect on August Zith

GROWER/TEAMO ~GOOD FAITH”

How did the grower= and Teamsters show their
good faith? Here are a few examples:

Bud Antle Co : Firing of a worker because he was a
“Chavista and threat that he would be black
lisled from any other Bud Antle crew because of
hi= sympathy with the UFW

Hansen Lettuce Co - Worker who was chosen UFW
representative on his crew laidofl two days later.
although workers with less seniority were not laid
il

D-Arrigo: A dozen UFW supporters laid off and told
there was not enough work. Six new workers
hired on the stipulation that they sign Teamo autho—
rization cards.

Bruce Church: Worker laid off five days after appear—
ing on stage as volunteer organizer at UFW meet—
ing. Workers with less sentorily not laid ofl.

The:e kind of abuses might have been expected
before the law wenl into effect. However. these acts
continued and have intensified since the bill has been
implemented. Examples of these acts and specific
incidents are documented here:

Violent acls against UFW orgamzers and farmw rkers—

STOCKTON: “Posse Comitatus™ {a vigilante group)
holding rifles against workers at Perry Ranch and
Western Tomaloes

Dischaiges of workers sympathetic to the UFW—
SALINAS: Al Kyoloku Farms, || farmworkers who
voted for UFW in an ALRB election were fired the
day after the election

Manipulation of work crews for voling——SALINAS: AL
West Coast Farms, 4 crews were laid off day before
an election; LIVINGSTON: At Gallo, 1973 workers

were hired instead of 1974 pickers 18

Growers campaigning for Tean sters——DELANO: Louie
Ceric writes letter 1o workers on his stationary telling
workers lo vole [or Teamsters: LIVINGSTON: At
Gallo. Teamos and Co. supervisors campaigned until
the tast minute together. Gallo machinery and equip—
ment had “Vaoie TEAMSTERS  bumiper slickers

Election lists——sALINA>: Al Bud Antle Co. the
eligibility list presented by the Co. included small
businessmen in >alndas and workers (rom otheér com—
panies: SALINAS: At Growers Exchange. the Team—
sters petitioned. They received lists within one hour
(the minimumr is about a day. After UFW gualified.
wi gre told the ist was oo no neous Given another
list, again told st was wrong.  Final list omitted
one crew of workers.

Election dates——DELANC: At the Luccas Hanch, the
UFW received a call at | a.m. setting election for the
next day: HEMET: At Mcsweeny Firms. the election
was posiponed at the Co. request. Co. begin: in—
Lefisive anli—LUFW campaign

Election site and- other wregularities during voting——
DXNARD: In Egg Cuv. supervisors turned strikers
away from voling. Did not notify all present work
force about election; LIVINGSTON: Gallo supervisors
and payroll clerks allowed as observers

THE GOVERNOR AND MH. KINTZ

Bu ¢ suse of the continuous intimidation and hargss—
ment of UFW organizers and supporters by the
companies and the Teamsters without prompl effective
action to pro—farmworkers’ rights by the ALRB! UFW
sympathizers everywhere mounted a campaign Lo oust
from office Walter Kintz, the ALHEB general counsel
This pressure has helped the Governor and the ALRB
to see the inadequate job that Mr. Kintz has done o
implement the new law. Although not completely
responsive, the effort has gained some definite results:

—incompetent ALRB regional directors and agents

fired or transierred

—aover 40 new lawyers hired as board agents

—a special commission, appointed by Kintz himself. to

investigate unfair labor charges

—ALRB ordered elections where co. has minipulated

lists

—allowed election to be held where UFW was totally

denied access

—respond quicker -to UFW requests for unfair
labgr practices investigations, document incidents

reguiarly——take our demands seriously

—ALRB help eliminate some of Lhe fear workers have
by reprimanding co. forémen and supervisors and

Teamo organizers in front of workers

THE STALL: THE GROWERS!
AND CERTIFICATION

THE ALRB—



$8A revolution is brewing at ranches where the UFW
has been victorious. The reason: at the 119 elections
the UFW has won, only 20 have been certified to begin
“good faith™ collective bargaining with the employer
Because the ALRB is ““unable’ to certify UFW
victories. workers are coming under attack of grower
reprisals. firings. intimidation. and use of (ke Eorder
Patrol 1o scare workers from testifying in certiflica—
tion hearings. >ome blatant examples

~—at *am Vener Hanch in 5an Diego County. the UFW
wor, 202—19 vs. no—union. But because the ALRB has
accepted company charges that we “forced” workers
to sign UFW authorization cards when we signed them
up for unemplovment insurance and that we are mis—
representing the initiation fee to the umon. over [
workers have been fired because the ranch has not been
certified. Not until a recent 24 hr ner day, 7 day
vigil took place in Chula Vista -01 o Verner: were
the workers reinstated

——in Oxnard. many worke: Watlanabe, and
Akitomo have been laid—uolt  ——even though there is
plenty of work: workers with much seniority are lad
off while others with less continue to work. although
there lstno v ork, others are hired to lake the place ol
those fired: Chavistas who do work do not get the best
paying jobs: one family has medical beneflits from the
company cut—off because "Chavez has a medical plan™ .

LU LW

workers constantly come under verbal abuse and threats

of closing down the ranch if Chavez negotiales a cun
tract: the UFW won overwhelming majoritigs at Uvese
ranches

| L+

——3alinas: in the past week. chaos has reined——the
dreaded "“‘migra’’ (Border patrol) has “sweeped—up .
key witnesses and strong Chavistas were picked—up
at D' Arrigo, Meyer s Tomatoes (where the UFW awaits
certifications), Hansen, and Bud Antle (where workers
can testify to the Teamo co. misbehavior) . at Inter—
Harvest, Associated, and other ranches, speed—ups
occur and protesting Chavistas are fired; although we
have been certified at oniy 5 ranches in Salinas, the
Teamos haven't been certiflied at all. they would really
like a Bud Antle certilication——they have begun to play
radio spots explaining how “free”” and “fair” that
election was

ELECTION TALLY

I+ There have been 235 elections representing 39.718
we rkers

20 UFW: I8 wins representing 18,596 workers (46,4

41 Teamsters: B3 wins representing 0306 workers
1 26,2 percent

4 No—Union: |3 elections représenting 1798 workers
(4.5 parcent

11 undecided: 21 elections which involve 59008 workers
(227 percent |

tis 138 elections held at Teamo Ranches :

a. 77 ranches. with 8822 workers remamned T
b. 4% ranches, with 6479 workérs switched to
UFW
ci 6 ranches, with 938 workers. wenl no-—union
di I ranches, 5328 workers, undecided



THE W ORKERS VST MA NUEL
RENTERIA

RA M A ND FILE VS GOOMS

by Deleres Baca

Movemenl people often romanticize the trade union
movement, Rightfully they support Lhe progressive
efforts of workingmen to struggle together and bar—
gain collectively. However, just like in anything eise,
unions are nol always progressive, and the leader
ship often sells out ils members for its own pérsonal
gains, The case of Local 300, Hodearriers Union.
is an example of corrupl union practices. [t 15 one
of the largest construction workers' unions in the
United States with over 10,000 members. However. it
is charged that it is run by a few men who manipulate
it for their own purposes: They divide the workers,
Black, Chicano and undocumented Mexiean: they wse
goons, and they give job preference o favorites
who kick back money o those in control,

As a member of several unions and from a trade
union {amily background, I followed the trial brought
by dissident workers against the union leadership with
INTEREST hree workers Ponce, Esquivel, and
Pesqueira brought a civil suit against Manuel
Henteria, Local 300 General Manager and the union
for injuries sustained in May 1971 when they were
attacked and beaten by goons led by Hozario Burgos
while they were picketing their own union.  They
charged that union leaders discriminated against them
in assignment of jobs. They further charged that
umign  representatives gave PFEIETEHEE to undocu-—
mented workers becaopse they were vulnerable and
would do their bidding.

This conflict proved (o be the tip of the iceberg
it brought to light the struggle of a large sector
of the union Lo democratize the wnion. Traditionally
leadership posts wield tremendous power. The leader—
ship controls the hiring halls and the dispalchers are
almost entirely free to ignore seniority rules. It is
alleged that many have gotten fat by a system of kick—
backs and that the leadership insures ils re—election
by using the 3000 undocumenied worker bloc wole
Moreover, the leadership runs black and Mexican
American candidates who splinter the voles of those
members,

The civil trial against Renteria el al brought fur—

ther interesting facts to light First, it pitted
Ricardo Cruz, attorney and CATOLICOS POR LA
RAZA fame, against Local 300°s well financed

lawyers. Cruz slowly overcame (remendous odds and
intimidation. He consistently exposed the contra—
dictions in the witnessez for the union. The Pres—
ident of the Local, although he had attended a labor
seminar at Harvard, cowld not identify labor groups
and evenis such as Wobbly (LW.W.) or Haymarkel

Riot. He displaved a total lack of political con—
sCiousness.
When Cruz questioned Renteria, the latter

could not define CIO—AFL nor whalt rank and [ile

20

that

also Renteria

It
earns *2 100 4 month and ownz three homes in the

meant, was interesting
*30 to *40 thousand range. [t was evideni that this
leadership was not in the mold of progressive union
leaders such as Eugene Debs or Ricardo Flores Magon.

The most sickening part of the trial was the narra—
tion of the bloody beatings of May 12, 1971, Ex—
Palmdale dizpatcher Clarence Buckner testified that
on the day of the beating he had come to the Los
Angeles Office.  He had asked what the pickets
were about. One of the goons told him not to worry
about it that they would be taken care of. The
following week he relurned and someone told him:
“l told you they would be taken care of. You
should have seen Mexicans kicking Mexicans' asses.”
Buckner was fired soon alterwards.

The goons beat the picketers with knives and
battery cables. The ambulance carried three
pleketers away, The goons were nol apprebended
since they ran off before the police arrived. Now
alter four vears, the three injured men have recelved
& measure of justice. The court found in thelr favor
and awarded them *42, (0.

The problem however still remains. Local 300
has collected over *587.000 in dues alone in the pasi
fourteen months. Henteria  still controls the union.
He has been in power since 1966; he was re—elected
in 1969 and, although his 1573 re—election was declared
fraudulent by the couris, be won again in 1874,
Renteria continues o pit races and national groups
against each other. Men hungry for diminishing jobs,
desperately obey him in hope of just eating. Local
300 no longer represents the interests of the workers
but has become an insirumeni of oppression. When



STERILIZATION SUIT

BY CHICANAS

By Carlos Calderon
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Los Angeles, California——=5tate health officials have
been enjoined from uwsing federal funds for
“woluntary’’ sterilizations of women between |8 and 21
vears of age, in @ suil filed by Il Chicanas in U.5
district court.

Ten of the women ane also seeking financial
damages in their class action suit which charges that
they were deceived and coereced into being sterilized
at the Los Angeles County USC Medical Center.

Federal Judge E. Avery Crarv also ordered
California state officials to re—iranslate the current
Spanish versions of the sterilization consent forms from
and [Ith—grade level to a 6th—grade leve

The court ordered officials to rewrite the forms
after hearing tlestimony that most of the Chicana
patients could not read or understand the current
FORMS WRITTEN IN 11 TH—grade level Spanish

Charles Nabarett, one of the attorneys for the
women, sald that it wasz “pretty well document that
some doctors were using high pressure tactics™ to get
worr en to consent Lo the operation.

The case, which will continge on May 3, 1876
to resolve financial dam ages, repre:ents a milestone
in the fight against such sterilizations, according to
observers bere. The Chicano community has been wag-
ing a fight over the past I8 months Lo halt the use
of the operations after it was discovered that Chicanas
were being sterilized without their knowledge,

The judge, however. made it clear he was not
banning the use of voluntary sterilizations of women
between 18 and 21 yvears ¢ld. but only the use of
federal lunds for such operations in California. Cali—
formia law permits voluntary sterilizations of anyone
over |8 years of age while Federal law permits the
same operation only if the person is 21 wvears or
older

In a related action. tre Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors approved ans * B4 146 contract with the
local Hegional Famiy Planning Council for a new
demonstration sterilization program and conlinuation of
current [amily planning services

Board approval. however, came only when Liston
Witherill, Dicretor of County Health Services, promised
that there would be no improper pressure tactics or
deceit on the part of County Hospital officials

Supervisors Edmund Edelman and Kenneth H:hn
relused to vote for the program until Witherill pledged
that men and women patients would be completely
‘protected from coercion or deceil

21



INTERNATIONAI WOMEN'S
CONFERENCE
MEXICO CITY JUNE 19.1975

LNITELD NATI S INTERNSATIONAL WOME N =
YEAL CONFEREMCE—MEX D CITY—-=JUNE . =
1975

Warld Women's Challenge—=A New >ocbeiy  Hased on

Jdustice and Peace
BY MS. LUPE ANGUILAMCO
The necessary HBASE for eqeality «f women and
meen, a8 well as for dievelopment and pesce must be
i Hew IATERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER—
the  liberation ol developing and | underdevel;ped

couniries Irpm  toresgn  comirollid mulitary  regimes and
Lhe lI!d{'P'l.'l'l'I-l.'ilL“l' of all countries Irom floreign economic

exploitation Thi= in & nuishell was 1the oulcomeE ol
bl United “ations  Intersational Womens Yeas
Comference i both  the  official  Government UM
Conlerence and  Lhe ol —envErRIment Tribwane
Conferenice held in Mexieo City Jupe 8l July 2
g} :'-l.?ljl.'ll' contmbutions - (o the organiEalion  al
this plan in both the oflficial and Tribune Conlerences

swere Women and Men [rom Thied World Counlries—
Chicana delegates of la Haza LUnida E’Jrlj.- allesd
themselves with  Third Worle Women and Men in
sapporting . and pushing  (orward thi=  plan  which 15
callesd ““The Declaration of Mexico The plan was
finally  adapied by all coontries  exeepl the United
states and [sreal

Presenigiions amd the cxchange of weas clearly

o Thad World Counlbries
integrated in the liberation

demonsirated that Womer
o thedr liberstion  closels
ol their Country, their Pueblozs——sand more imporiant
they se¢ their liberation as a lasting liberation in
that they are fighting and dving for the creation of a
new Social Economic System——which will keep them
from being exploiters of other people when they win
their liberation.

Third World Women do not agree with the United
states Feminist liberation approaches and basic
views.  They refuse to accept the notion of being
liberated wimen as isolated individuals (womenj—
detached from her social and economic reality. This
in fact was the siruggle belween the iwo group: of
World Women

LConcrete events which lead to the adaption of the
“Declaration of Mexico were the oppressive problems
the majority of World Women fromr so called unde—
veloped and developing Countries exposed and dis—
cussed in various Tribune workshops and in the papers
delivered by ofticial Government delegates at the
Tlatelolco Conference. I'll just mention a few af the
many incidents [ heard and saw at the Conference

I. Many women from Latin and African Countries
spoke aboui foreign controlled (which they called

Yankee) military regimes which oppressed their Coun— 22

g

tries by killing or W rturing women and men who worked
openly for the economic independence of their respec—
tive Countries

2. saw evidence of lorture cases =uch as one woman
from Argentina showed me her hand with a hole
drilled through, another one’s fingers were smashed

| b.\.-

and bent. One woman from Chile showed me her leg
turned black from the torture inflicted om her, :he
spoke of military men forcing insects such as spiders
into her vagina. Anotter spoke of being forced to
witness sexual violence against her voung daughter then
seeing her murdered belore her eves, (Please note the
list of Chilian Women prisoners at the end of this
article.

4. Ms. Marie Pierre Herzog. who lead the United
Nations Organization for Education, Science and Cul-
ture delegation stated that Mrs. Ahmadon Mahtor M Bow
recently filed an official complaint of many sexual
violenos casis brought to her attention. M'Bow |as
charged that men round up voung girls, forcing them to
be prostitutes and torturing them if thev refuse.
Ms. Herzog said that in “‘some caszes little girls are
obliged to submit 1o all kinds of :exual perversions
inflicied on them.” Some women are “forced to have
intercourse with as many as 80 clients & day—if
they refuse they are either deprived of food, beaten
or torfured, some women are murdered to serve as an
example.” Ms. Herzog stated that M Bow has per—
sonally informed United Nations Secretary General
Kurt Waldheim and the directors of the World Health
Organization and the International Labor Organization
of thiz situation. Proper investigation and varifica—
tion of these casez have taken place according to
Ms. Herzog.

4. Women from African Countries :poke with great
passion aboutl starvation——about being lorced 1o make
decisions like “who will be fed and allowed Lo live——
the young or the old. "



5. 1 heasd m:ny complaints and some well docu—
mented studies b; Third World Women about United
Stated Family Planning programs sterilizing the

Women of their country.
Woman, Mrs. Domitila de

6. Abrive Bolivian
Chungara spoke abow the deplorable working
conditions of Bolivian Miners——and the life of misery
forced upon the miners family. About three and
four thousand wives of miners in her communmity
organized themselves. According lo hep women are
beaten even if pregnant for attending some of he
Union organizing meetings. The Company has persons
killed when Union organizers try to force the company
to improve working conditions. The majority of miners
to 14 tours daily—six days a week She
explained that education, health and adequate
nutrition is impossible becavse of extremely low wages.
According to her foreign controls (which she called
vankee) in her countries mines are killing her people—
they are depriving and stealing Bolivian people’s God
given natural resources which sheuld be used for the
benefit of Bolivian people.

The:e are but a few examples of the things ~Brave
World Women Leaders” said and saying about their
“Reality" in the Society or Pueblos—and about children
the responsibility all World Women have in building
and becoming integrated into a new Economic System -
based on Justice, Dignity and Peace

As  was the case in the official Government
Tatelolco  session  likewise in  the Tribune——the
majority of United States faminist stood almost alone
in presenting their International approach for the liber -
ation of Women and Men, they stressed that basic to
equality, development and peace was that of including
worr en as leaders in their respective ccuntries system——
in all levels of opportunity——political, economic and
social. The majority of World Women (a few from
U%E% in the Tribune disagreed with this basic philo—
sophy——1o0 them such a method would merely replace
“Paternalism with Maternalism''——they argued that a
Capltalistic system would make women the next oppre—
ssor——that the issue is not “'men have had the power
now women want it or part of that power.” This
idea. would basically imply agression, domination
and being like the oppressor. The majority of women
favored rather the building of new social and economic
structures which would give all people——women. men.
children an opportunity to exercise their human
powers in a just manner.

I was really surprised to see the lack of Poli—
tication of United States Feminist and with them a
handfull of women from developed and developing
countries :

Other evenls worth noting. one was the work
coming from the “Journalist Escounter’” Journalist
mainly from the United States. among them Gloria
steinem, who met before the I'tW'5 Y'. Conference
started June 19, This group put together a “'Feminist
MANIFESTO ' ——hopeful to get the endorcement of the
Tribune or as one woman stated, control the Con-
ference The Manifesto was shot down.  This
incident reminded me of the many community prograrm
development :essions Chicanos are asked o partici—
pate in——not withstanding the fact that someone else
has already organized the plan. We were called 1o
organize a plan that was alread<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>